
Four Reasons To 
Virtualize Your Tape
Backup Now



With IBM announcing the end of support for ProtecTIER, many 
companies are looking for a replacement virtual tape library.  Many 
IBM customers and business partners have turned to Cybernetics 
because they have been manufacturing Virtual Tape Libraries since 
1992 and continue to be a strong supporter of the IBM Power 
Systems technology.

Cybernetics has made it extremely easy to migrate backups from 
existing ProtecTIERs.  There are two methods for migrating the 
backups on the ProtecTIER to a Cybernetics VTL:

1. Direct import (offline copy from ProtecTIER to Cybernetics).
Cybernetics has the ability to import physical and virtual tapes from
actual and virtual tape libraries off-line.  Merely configure Cybernetics
to connect to the FC ProtecTIER and import the virtual tapes.  All
copied tapes will be identical on the Cybernetics.  Cybernetics can
even allow the ProtecTIER to be mounted in pass-through mode so
restores can be performed from either virtual tape library.

2. Use backup software copy capability.  You can migrate tapes from
one library to another using BRMS DUPMEDBRM, native DUPTAP,
or other similar software commands.
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2 Methods For Easy Migration
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Planning for a migration project takes into consideration many 
factors, including the time needed to complete each phase of 
tape copying.  Cybernetics can provide hardware to perform 
testing to determine the timeframe based on the following variables: 

The size and total number of tapes to be transferred.

The number and speed of connectivity ports on each system.

The transfer rates of the VTL models being used.

Number of simultaneous tape copy jobs.

The specific drives being used on the Cybernetics VTL.
Cybernetics VTLs are flexible and can be configured with a wide 
range of drive types, speeds, and capacity needed for each project.

Whether other tasks are executing that might inhibit performance.
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Performance Considerations

The Cybernetics VTL architecture is engineered for flexibility. 
Customers can choose from several different models, each of which 
will be custom-configured with the drive types, speeds, and capacities.
This can be a crucial factor in meeting a migration project’s objectives. 
It also means more dynamic support as your data protection needs
change over time. Cybernetics’ experienced sales engineers will work
closely with the project team to ensure you have the specific systems 
and configurations needed to support your migration today and into the
future. 
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Cybernetics can provide technical services to facilitate a tape migration
project on a fee basis. We have experienced engineers who can be on
premises to evaluate all aspects of the environment and objectives. They
will make recommendations to achieve the optimum system topography
and provide an execution plan.  Alternatively we can provide such services
without being present on site.  This can include anything from architectural
analysis and recommendation up to full migration monitoring. In addition,
we can provide training services, on site or remotely, to enable local 
system administrators to perform a successful migration.  Cybernetics 
will give you multiple options so you can choose the appropriate 
support program for your project.
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Migration Services

Unlike many companies, Cybernetics has no end-of-life program for their
systems. They are committed to providing support and service for as long
as the customer owns the equipment and parts are available to keep it op-
erating.  It is not uncommon to see systems still in use 10, 12, or 15 years
after first being delivered.  Cybernetics offers many systems with a modu-
lar controller approach that supports ease of maintenance as well as pro-
viding an simple upward growth path to more powerful models if or when
needed.  Similarly, the systems are designed to accommodate growth in
capacity, either within the chassis or by using expansion arrays. 
This commitment to growth and adaptability to changing, often unpre-
dictable future needs means Cybernetics can offer an exceptional value
proposition, both initially and long-term.

Continuous Support

Experienced Engineers 
Are Ready To Help You.

For over 40 years tens of thousands of well-known organizations have chosen 
Cybernetics to store and protect their data.  All engineering, design, development, 
production and support are performed at the Yorktown, Virginia headquarters. 
Cybernetics has numerous industry-first achievements. creating the most effective 
and innovative solutions, including systems not available from any other 
manufacturer.
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